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Activity 8.2: Combining economic, social and environmental objectives in a European
perspective — Paths towards sustainable development
Area 8.2.1 Socio-economic development trajectories

SSH.2011.2.1-2. ,Combating poverty in Europe: a key question of human
dignity and social cohesion”

“The period of economic growth in the early 21st century has not led to a substantial
reduction in poverty rates in Europe. In 2006, 16% of the EU-27 citizens (or 78 million
people) lived under the poverty threshold defined as 60% of their country median income.
According to studies, the general improvement on the labour market observed between 2000
and 2008 have had a limited impact on the people that are most excluded, thus confirming
research results on the complex social determinants of poverty. Moreover, the economic
slowdown in Europe means that the Europeans "at risk of poverty" but also those who are
already poor and even some of the middle and lower classes above the poverty thresholds
will get poorer. In particular rising debt rates, erosion of private pension funds and the
limitations of cash transfers to unemployed may have severe repercussion on a number of
social categories of workers and pensioners.

In this context, the EU has issued several important policy messages in particular through its
"Renewed Social Agenda on Opportunities, Access and Solidarity” in 2008. 2010 has been
put forward as the European Year for combating poverty and social exclusion, thus
reaffirming strong political commitment to reach the common objectives on social protection
and social inclusion. The "Europe 2020" initiative also calls for more determined actions for
economic, social and territorial cohesion.

It is important to evaluate policies and actions against poverty in a thorough way in order to
draw practical lessons for the years to come. Research, although taking into account
quantitative approaches, should go beyond a mere statistical approach of being "at risk of
poverty" and focus on how economic and non economic policies and actions in Member
States, involving public services and private organisations, have or not helped people get out
of or stay too long in poverty, or avoid find themselves in situations of poverty (especially
when unemployment coverage ends). Research could assess the potential and limits of
socially innovative practices and participatory approaches and the role of public services in a
comparative perspective. It should include a youth dimension and a gender dimension.”

Funding scheme: Collaborative project (small or medium-scale focused research

project) or Research for the Benefit of Specific Groups - Civil Society Organisations
(BSG-CSO) scheme
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Fir dieses Férderthema ist als Férderinstrument ein Collaborative project *(small or
medium-scale focused research project or Research for the Benefit of Specific
Groups - Civil Society Organisations (BSG-CSO) vorgegeben.

Die maximale Fordersumme fiir Projektantrage in diesem Topic liegt bei 2,7 Mio. € pro
Antrag.

Diese Summe stellt eine Hochstgrenze dar. Projektantrage, die eine finanzielle
Unterstlitzung der Europdischen Kommission oberhalb dieser Grenze beantragen, werden
nicht zur Evaluierung zugelassen.

An Projektantrdgen mit diesem Forderinstrument missen mindestens 3 voneinander
unabhangige Partner aus mindestens 3 Mitglieds- oder Assoziierten Staaten beteiligt sein.
Mindestens einer der Partner muss eine ,,Civil Society Organisation” (CSO) sein.

Dieses Topic ist unter dem Call-Identifier FP7-SSH-2011-2 ausgeschrieben.
Projektantrage missen bis zum 02. Februar 2011, 17:00 Uhr (Ortszeit Brissel) per EPSS
(,Electronic Proposal Submission Service") eingereicht werden.

Alle notwendigen Unterlagen zur Einreichung von Antrégen zu diesem Topic finden Sie auf
der Cordis-Webseite.

Bitte wenden Sie sich bei Fragen zur Antragstellung jederzeit an die Nationale Kontaktstelle
Sozial-, Wirtschafts- und Geisteswissenschaften!

Unsere Kontaktdaten finden Sie unter:
http://www.nks-swqg.de/de/ansprechpartner.php

! Verbundprojekte (,Collaborative Research Projects”, CP) sind Forschungsprojekte, die von Konsortien mit
Partnern aus verschiedenen Landern und dem Ziel durchgefihrt werden, neues Wissen, neue Technologien,
Produkte, Verfahren oder Dienstleistungen zu entwickeln. Gro3e, Gegenstandsbereich und interne Organisation
der Projekte kdnnen je nach Forderbereich und thematischem Schwerpunkt unterschiedlich gestaltet sein.
Prinzipiell unterscheidet man zwischen kleinen bis mittelgroR3en Verbundprojekten (,small or medium-scale
focused research projects”) und grof3en integrierten Projekten (,large-scale integrating projects")
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